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The Zwartbles Sheep Association is delighted to announce its 
1000th member. Since its formation in 1995 the ZSA has 
seen constant growth with 500 new members in the last five 
years alone. Reaching this number in the membership is a 
landmark and shows the continual interest in the breed. 
 
The 1000th member Harry Ford (15) from Droitwich    

Worcester has established a small flock and a keen interest 

in the breed and is looking forward to trying his hand at 

showing in the near future. Harry was presented at the    

recent Royal Three Counties Show by breed President Joan 

Barker where he received a hoodie sweatshirt and a         

certificate to mark the occasion. 

The 1000th member 

Harry Ford being        

presented with his      

certificate from the    

Association President 

Joan Barker 
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From the Chair 
I was very honoured to be invited to judge at  the Royal Highland show it is       
obvious that there is a huge interest in the Zwartbles breed as there were a lot of 
spectators round the show ring.  I must congratulate the exhibitors for providing a 
wonderful show of sheep, they are a credit to the breed.  Congratulations to John 
Thorburn for winning the overall championship and to Jim and Linda Mair who 
won the reserve championship. 
 
The National show at Malvern was also well supported with Charles Scott taking 
the Championship with Rob and Vicky Grinall in reserve, Congratulations to both 
of them.  From what I can hear a good time was had by all with Poppy Godwin 
celebrating her 18th Birthday at the show.  Again reports on the quality of sheep 
on show are excellent.  There was also a presentation to our 1000th member by 
our President Joan Barker. 
 
There was great success at the Royal Ulster show in Ireland where Zwartbles took 
the Reserve Interbreed pairs and also Reserve Interbreed groups.  well done to all 
concerned. 
 
We have some big shows coming up Great Yorkshire & Royal Welsh to name but 2 
and not forgetting Zwartbles classes at many smaller shows throughout the   
Country and through to September 2013. A lot to look forward to and good luck 
to all involved. 
 
A big thank you must go to all the people involved in all of the NSA events to date,  
this involves a big commitment from all who offer their help, from putting up and 
manning the stand and providing sheep to go on the stand.  The logistics of 
getting the stand from place to place is huge, I hear the stand did a detour on one 
occasion but still managed to arrive on time.  Council will look in detail at the  
comments received at these events. 
 
Lamb prices have been good and I hope that people have taken the opportunity 
to cull males that are not well marked and with correct conformation, if you 
would not buy or use the ram yourself then don't expect anybody else to buy it. 
 
The next events are the ZSA sales please get your entries in early as these events 
are very well supported with plenty of buyers looking for quality sheep. 
 
Lorna 
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1010 Mr M H 

Owen 

Cold Hill Farm, Ratlinghope,  

Pontesbury, Shropshire 

Cold Hill 01588 650646 

1011 Ms L Behan Leinster Lodge, Athy, Co Kildare, 

Ireland 

Leinster 

Lodge 

00353 

876018025 

1012 Mr D M 

Lambert 

Coneywack, Allerthorpe, York Allerthorpe 07808 919895 

1013 Mr M 

Davoren 

Rahone, Kilfenora, Co Clare,  

Ireland 

Rahone 00353 

657088909 

1014 Ms M Yorke Yate Farm, Cadeleigh, Tiverton, 

Devon 

Yew Farm 07884 182288 

1015 Miss SMR 

Ley 

Culverden Cottage, Sutcombe, 

Holsworthy, Devon 

Culverden 01409 241882 

1016 Mr S Read Fairfields Farm, Stroudwood Road, 

Haylands, Ryde, Isle of Wight 

Stroudwood 01983 616292 

1017 Mr K  

Faragher 

Ballacoar Farm, Balldrine, Isle of 

Man 

Wetfields 01624 862904 

1018 Mr C Hall 19 Ballydedock Road, Ardglass,  

Co Down, Northern Ireland 

Coastal 

Crew 

07864 804134 

1019 Mr P  

Dickerson 

Abbey Stone Valley, Canal Side, 

Norton Green, Stoke on Trent 

Abbey Stone 07745 045100 

1020 Teresa 

Hynes 

Cahir, Hollymount, Co Mayo,  

Ireland 

Cahir 00353 

949540098 

1021 R Blomfield-

Richards 

The Bower, Great House Street, 

Timberscombe, Minehead 

Well Lane 01643 841721 

1022 Ms J Knights Grove Farm, Newton Martley, 

Worcestershire 

Martley 01886 821337 

1023 Miss J 

Fletcher 

Southfield Farm, Lesmahagow, 

South Lanarkshire 

Greystowe 01555 890662 

1024 Mr E James Little Bridge Cottage, Ellerbeck, 

North Allerton, North Yorkshire 

 07708 188936 

1025 Miss C  

Winter 

Browtop Farm, Highlaws, Silloth, 

Cumbria 

D’ney 016973 61740 

1026 Master CJ 

McMullan 

91 Blackpark Road, Ballyvoy, Bally-

castle, Co Antrim, Northern Ireland 

Carravinally 07840 444364 
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We would like to welcome the following members: 

New Members 

ZSA 

No 

Name Address Prefix Phone 

996 Dr J Eaton Graveyard Farm, Mobberley, 

Knutsford, Cheshire 

Graveyard 07818 405392 

997 Mr & Mrs M 

Joyce 

Leam, Recess, Co Galway, Ireland Joyces Farm 00353 

91552636 

998 Miss J 

Warne 

Cwm Bychan Bach, Commins Coch, 

Machynlleth, Powys 

Cwm  

Bychan 

07815 574477 

999 Harry  

Preston 

Lady Close, Lady Lane, Bingley, 

Yorkshire 

Bingheleia 01274 565910 

1000 Master  

Harry Ford 

Goosehill Farm, Boughton Green, 

Droitwich, Worcs 

Hill Court 01905 391288 

1001 C & G  

Elliott 

Applegarth, Lamonby, Penrith, 

Cumbria 

Carrock 01768 484685 

1002 Mr F Wall Raby Nurseries, Bentley Heath 

Farm, Willaston, Cheshire 

Raby 07854 939438 

1003 Mr W G 

Manley 

The Firs Farm, Cloy Lane, Overton, 

Wrexham 

Fletchman 01978 710268 

1004 Mrs M 

Colbourne 

Glyn Elwyn, Blaenwaun, Whitland, 

Carmarthenshire 

Faithmead 01994 448760 

1005 Mr G 

Grogan 

Cloonegkearrney, Castlerea, Co 

Roscommon, Ireland 

Grogan  

Express 

00353 

833009481 

1006 Master B 

Holland 

Slade Lodge, Slade Farm, West An-

stey, South Molton, Devon 

Anstey 01398 341199 

1007 Mrs L  

Claxton 

Chalmington Farm, Cattistock, Dor-

chester, Dorset 

Chalming-

ton 

07802 804409 

1008 CJ & JM 

Simpson 

Rookery House, Micklow Hil, 

Aldborough St John, Richmond 

Micklow 01325 374407 

1009 Mrs F  

Taylor 

Burnbank Dall Farm, Ardeonaig, 

Near Killin, Stirling 

Burnbank 01567 820658 
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Conduct & Behaviour 
The Showing Season is well underway with some fabulous representatives of 
the breed being shown, and some great successes. 
  

Council does however, wish to point out that it does not select Judges for shows, 
that is the domain of each show society. 
  

For the certain larger shows we are sometimes asked for a shortlist from whom 
to select a judge, but in most instances the Show Society will select their own 
judge; it is not within our control. 
  

You should be very aware that some smaller shows may select a judge from a 
different breed or a judge that may or may not be knowledgeable about our 
breed. 
  

You should check your schedules closely before entering, and be willing to      
accept that judge’s decision and opinion. 
  
Please also note that the judge's decision is final and that you are choosing to 
enter under that judge. 
  

Judges on the ZSA list need to be proposed by a member of the ZSA and           
approved by ZSA Council. Any member is free to have their name put forward 
for the list. 
  

The Council of the ZSA would like to point out to all members that conduct and 
behaviour at Shows and Sales is a reflection on the breed, the members and the 
Association. 
  

Council will not accept unruly behaviour from any member, and under the rules 
of the association a member committing prejudicial conduct can be removed 
from the Association. 
  
There are numerous shows with Zwartbles classes through to the end of Sep-
tember and Council hopes that conduct and behaviour will be controlled and 
befitting and we can finish the year on a high. 
  
We wish you well at future shows.         ZSA Council 
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Annual General Meeting 

AGM Weekend in Northern Ireland 
November 30th 2013 

 
Plans are well in hand for a weekend away for ZSA members in beautiful 
Northern Ireland.  
 
It is recommended that members arrive on Friday night for a quick kick-off on 
Saturday morning with flock visits divided with pit stops for comfort and  
feeding. A late afternoon AGM followed by dinner at a highly recommended 
restaurant near Moira Co. Antrim 
 
Depending on departure times a further flock visit can be arranged on Sunday 
morning 1st December. 
 
Local airports are Belfast International and George Best Airport, Belfast. Easy 
Jet, Aer Lingus, BA and Fly Be fly into these airports on a shuttle service, so 
flights are available at times to suit most people and from almost any airport 
in the UK and are cheap if booked early. 
 
By sea Stena comes into Belfast from Cairnryan and P&O from Cairnryan to 
Larne – both these ports are convenient to the venue for the meeting and the 
crossing times are short 2 to 2.5 hours. Special offers are usually available on 
these routes for weekend visits. 
 
We are really looking forward to welcoming you all. Prices for meals will be 
confirmed at a later date but B&B seems to be fairly average in the area for 
£25.00 per person sharing. 
 
For further information please contact Judy Maxwell 
 judy@spring2.fsbusiness.co.uk or 07885065531 
 

 

Make a note of the date 
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Southern Ireland Branch 
 

TV Stars. 
Branch chairman, Francis Lyons, had his moment of TV stardom when RTE          
promoted The Connaught Spring Show on a recent Saturday morning TV3         
magazine e programme. Francis was invited to the RTE Studios in Dublin, with his 
Zwartbles ram Tiger, to help promote this important regional show.  
 
Bear in mind the fact that this was a 200 mile round trip and it took half an hour to 
do the interview and filming, Francis settled down with his breakfast, coffee, fried 
eggs etc the next morning, with the family all around, lights, camera, action…. for 
a 2 minute slot! However it was 2 minutes more than any other breed got, Francis 
spoke well and Chark Tiger behaved beautifully. A Zwartbles will attract more 
attention in 2 minutes than many other breeds will do in a lifetime! 
 
Zwartbles Open evening with Trimming Demo.  
 

Tullamore Mart was chosen as the most central 
venue for a Zwartbles promotional event. Held at 
the end of  a busy market day, a selection of 
choice pedigree and crossbred Zwartbles were 
displayed with an  information stand etc to     
introduce local sheep breeders and producers 
the advantages of Zwartbles.  
 
An interesting talk, given by Steven Pottern from 
Sheep Ireland Euro-Star Evaluations 
(www.sheep.ie ) for full details of this scheme), 
Preceded a demonstration given by Cyril Cromie 
on trimming and presenting Zwartbles for show-
ing and sales. This gave breeders and producers a 
good idea on where to start with the hand shears 
and when enough is enough!!  

 
This event was kindly supported by Connolly Red Mills Sheep Feeds and Ectofly 
Sheep Products.  

mailto:judy@spring2.fsbusiness.co.uk
http://www.sheep.ie


 
P A G E  1 6  

Scottish Branch News cont  

A quick reminder that for this year the Scottish National Show will be held at Dumfries 
Show on Saturday 3rd August (entries close 8th July - late entries beyond this up to 15th 
July for extra fee).  The judge is Martin Preston (Greenhill)   In addition to the show's 
own classes there will be additional classes (for branch members) for Best Novice and 
Best Bred by Exhibitor.  The branch will be providing lovely rosettes for all classes to 
sixth place and there will be prizes (sponsors detailed in the schedule). Entries should be 
made to the show secretary Esther Bicket - schedules can be downloaded from http://
www.dumfriesshow.co.uk/.  In case of problems Esther's contact details are 
ebicket@talktalk.net  tel: 01461 201199.  Just enter the classes as normal and entries for 
the additional branch classes will be noted on the day (branch classes free for branch 
members).   There will be a get together with drinks and nibbles after judging - all 
welcome.  Should be a good turnout - fingers crossed for good weather!    
 

Northern Ireland Branch News 
 

Smart as Paint. 
 

Spring 2013 came in with an 
uncharacteristic, surprise heavy fall of snow at 
the end of March, causing havoc to all 
affected areas in NI. Forage, grass, housing all 
at a premium, just when freak conditions 
were least needed or expected. 
 
However once the weather improved the 
Northern Ireland Branch kicked off with a Make-Over Day held at The Meadows 
Equestrian Centre, Lurgan, in glorious sunshine  Ten members brought forward their 
woolly yetis to be transformed into beautiful princesses. Iwan Hughes, master trimmer 
from Wales, waved his magic over member Michael McGivern’s shearling acting as the 
demo-sheep. Michael could not believe the transformation! And we all came away 
greatly enthused with a much improved Zwartbles . 
 
Summer Agricultural Shows in Northern Ireland 2013 –so far 
 
Whilst there was a good display of Zwartbles at RUAS Balmoral this has not been the 
case around the local show classes in NI,  
Ballymena: Mr & Mrs A Megarrell - Killymallaght Flock 
Lugan; Melvyn Dorman – Dairylough Flock 
Saintfield: Melvyn Dorman 
Armagh: Melvyn Dorman 
Galway County: Francis Lyons – Heathview Flock,  
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Council News 
Birth Notifications 
Council have decided that birth notifications will only be accepted online 
and not in paper format. Members should note that birth notifications are 
no longer used within the society but if members wish to keep them for 
their own records using the grassroots system then they may do so. 
 

Cross Breeding and Killing out Figures 
Council are looking to promote the breed both pure and crosses and would 
be grateful for any information members can give them on killing out figures 
for pure and cross and also anyone who can give them  information on the 
types of crossing they have tried and what works and doesn't. Please send 
all information to the secretary Christina  secretary@zwartbles.org  
 

Upset Prices 
Council wishes to remind members ahead of the sales they have set an    
upset price (this is the price/bid the an animal should reach before it can be 
sold) for society sales for Rams only. The prices have been set at £150 for 
Shearlings and £130 for Ram Lambs. Rams will also be sold first at all society 
sales. 
 
The next meeting will be held on the 28th July. 

Schmallenberg Vaccine Arrives 
A vaccine has been launched to enable you to protect your sheep from the 

Schmallenberg virus. The vaccine comes in 20ml or 100ml bottles and typically 

costs between £3 to £4 depending on your supplier. Each sheep needs only one 

dose under  the skin which can be done from four months old. Sheep which are 

pregnant must NOT be vaccinated and sheep must be vaccinated at least 3 

weeks prior to tupping, an immunity to Schmallenberg is only reached 3 weeks 

after initial vaccination. Please contact your vet to talk about the vaccine and 

get further advice. 

http://www.dumfriesshow.co.uk/
http://www.dumfriesshow.co.uk/
mailto:ebicket@talktalk.net
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The ZSA held their third National show during the Royal Three Counties 
Show Malvern. The Continuing success of the National show saw 13           
exhibitors travel to the event. The Judge Ashton Selway Stalbridge had some 
very big classes to judge. 
 
Thankfully the weather was much better than last year with only a heavy 
shower during judging rather than last year's continuous rain however this 
did not deter the exhibitors or spectators nor indeed spoil the quality of 
sheep brought forward.  
 
After many large classes especially in the females the overall champion went 
to Charles Scott's  2 crop ewe East Middle Solerina a homebred ewe out of 
East Middle Purple Moon. 
She was the reserve champi-
on at the National show in 
2011. While the reserve went 
to Rob and Vicky Grinnall's 
aged ram Beech Hay Tornado 
who is by Woodston Pedrog 
and out of Woodston Kate a 
ewe which has produced win-
ner after winner, either di-
rectly or from her daughters. 
Tornado was shown at the 
National last year when he 
was winning shearling. 
 
Following the judging everyone gathered in the marquee for cheese and 
wine (kindly organised by Eric & Molly Mcconkey) and a good catch up with 
friends. Following a toast to Trevor Davies a long standing founder member 
who sadly died earlier this year our President Joan Barker presented the  
trophies and a clock for the best exhibitor bred. 

National Show 

National Champion 
EAST MIDDLE SOLERINA 

 

Scottish Branch News—Barmurrie Open Day 9th June 2013 
 

What a weekend for The Smith family starting on Saturday 8th when they competed at The 
Cumberland Show and took away the Champion Zwartbles title with ewe lamb Barmurrie 
Aloysuis in the glorious sunshine.  
 

Then on Sunday they opened their farm gates to the Scottish Zwartbles Branch and its    
members plus some very welcome 'border raiders' (haste ye back - Scottfair, Harle and 
Whinnow).  Yet again the sun shone on the righteous with members travelling from near and 
far to join in on an interesting and informative agenda. 
 

After refreshments on arrival everyone made their way to a lovely fauna decorated barn for 
an informative talk by Carina Smith who is an employee of 'Ovibreed'. They specialize in AI & 
Embryo Transfer and are based near Dumfries with specially designed facilities to cover all 
aspect of these type of procedures.  
 

It also became clear that the decorations were not really for our benefit but kept over from 
Carina's 21st birthday party the previous week - shame the rodeo bull wasn't left too......... 
 

Then Mr Matthew Simpson cast his judges eye over a pen of gimmers before the members 
themselves put them in the order they considered correct. Matthew then discussed his     
positioning of 1 - 6 and it was debated amongst the group before the conclusion was reached 
' there wasn't much in it' and ' the judge's decision is final'. There were even a couple of folk 
who agreed with Matthew's order. 
 

A break for lunch was declared and everyone got to partake in homemade quiches, sausage 
rolls, cake, meringues etc and bar a crust from a quiche being left it was clean platters all 
round. Delicious. 
 

Mr Andy Gilchrist gave a trimming demo (whilst the 
raffle was held too) followed by a brief chat about 
his own 'shearing life' with much humor. If anyone 
wished to attempt trimming they then teamed up 
with an 'experienced trimmer' to have a go on a 
sheep themselves. 
 

Members could also at any point have a walk 
around the Barmurrie steading where you could 
find anything from prize winning Zwartbles to texel 
cross Zwartbles lambs, emu's and pigs (sausage roll providers) to llamas to horses to suckler 
cows to Phil the pheasant(a real character!!) 
 

In no time at all the day was finished and a vote of thanks proclaimed to Mark, Gill and family 
for being such great hosts. 
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Southern Branch News 

The Southern ZSA branch had a stand at the NSA Sheep South West event in     
Devon in June. Our President Joan Barker was in attendance and had a chance to 
meet and chat with some members who came to the stand as well as various other 
interested parties. The event was busy with a lot of interest in the breed. Dave 
Mugridge had kindly brought along a Shearling Ram, Shearling Ewe and a 
Zwartbles x Blue Texel (sire) Ewe. All in all a very successful day with thanks to all 
of the helpers! 
 
Date for your Diary - Our next Open Day will be held in Somerset, courtesy of Mr 
and Mrs David Gillard (Westway Flock - 00039) on Sunday 13th October 2013. 
Marketing of the lamb and the history of the breed will be discussed. More details 
on this nearer the time. 
 
Could all Southern Branch members that are happy to receive correspondence via 
email to please let Julie Cameron, South-
ern Region Secretary, have your e-mail 
addresses, if not already done so. This 
will reduce the cost of postage when 
sending out correspondence. Please send 
your email address to                               
harmonyj01@aol.com. Thank you!  
 
Gillingham & Shaftesbury Show is on 
Wednesday 21st August this year and 
entries need to be in by the 12th July. This is the ZSA Southern Regional Show, so  
if any member is thinking of exhibiting this year please make sure the entry is       
submitted on time. There will be an after show get together for exhibitors with 
refreshments. This is a wonderful show and a lovely day out !  
 
The Mid Devon Show has Zwartbles Classes this year. This is being held on          
Saturday 27th July, so go along and support it if you can. There will be                 
refreshments after showing for exhibitors courtesy of Sandra Phillips - thanks    
Sandra !  

PAGE 14  
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 On the Saturday there were classes as well, these were judged by Angharad 
Francis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We must thank our sponsors for the Saturday classes who were Novatis   Ani-
mal Health and Ceva Animal Health who generously gave Polo Shirts, Waist-
coats, hats and mugs to the winners. 

 
 

Judging of the Saturday classes 

Young Handlers - The Future of the Breed!! 

(L-R) Angharad Francis (Judge) Harry Preston,  

Poppy Goodwin, Sam Inns and Joan Barker 

(President) 

Annual Returns 

If you are one of the 148 members who have STILL not yet completed 

your annual flock return could you please do so, it doesn't take up much of 

your time to complete it either on the yellow form or online but it does take 

a lot of time for Christina and Bob Gibson to chase you all up and ask you to 

complete it. 

mailto:harmonyj01@aol.com
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Royal Highland Show 
Judge Mrs Lorna Murray  
 
 
Male Champion  
J & L Mair  (Shearling Ram) 
 
Reserve  Male 
C Scott ( Ram Lamb) 
 
Female Champion 
J Thorburn (Shearling Gimmer) 
 
Reserve Female 
J Thorburn (Ewe) 
 
Overall Champion  
J Thorburn 
 
Reserve & Exhibitor Bred  
J & L Mair 

 

  

Female & Overall Champion 
Stonebyres 00539-001W 

Male & Reserve Champion 
Hedgefield Wait For Me 

Carlisle Sale 
There will again be a meal the evening before the Carlisle Sale Thursday 8th August 
2013 at the Auctioneer at 8pm. 
 
Further details and booking forms will be sent out with the Catalogue. 
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Branch News 
Northern Branch News 

 

A open day has been held at Dawn Odgers of the Quarrydale flock in         

Lancashire.  Due to the newsletter going to press at the time of this event a 

report will follow in next newsletter. We are also holding a  Northern Branch 

Show at the Westmoreland Show on Thursday 12th September the classes 

will be the same as the show has itself but rosettes will be presented to the 

highest placed northern member in each class. We are also have                

negotiations on going to have a couple of classes just for Northern branch 

members during the show. As usual a get together is planned in late October 

early November before the winter sets in. 

 

Welsh Branch News 

 

The association took a stand to Welsh sheep at Beili Ficer Farm Llansawel. A 
very busy day was had by us all with some interest in the stand where there 
was a pure bred ewe with her 3 month old lamb and a Zwartbles x Welsh 
ewe with her 3 week old lamb. This was very popular with the welsh farmers 
interested in using Zwartbles in their commercial flocks. 
 
Thanks go to  Mr and Mrs B Williams for helping me out by attending to the 
stand in the morning and to all others who helped on the day. It was great to 
have our new president in attendance.  
 
Aberystwyth Show 2013 
Judge: Arfon Lloyd 
  
Shearling Ram  1st         Susan Rowlands 
Ram Lamb        1st,2nd  Susan Rowlands 
Shearling Ewe  1st,2nd  Mrs E Williams 
Ewe Lamb        1st,  Mrs E Williams 
                        2nd  Susan Rowlands 
                        3rd   Susan Rowlands 
                        4th   Mrs E Williams 
Male Champion  Ram Lamb  -  Susan Rowlands 
Female Champion Ewe Lamb - Mrs E Williams 
Champion    Ram Lamb  - Susan Rowlands 



 

The first NSA Highlandsheep event was held at Dingwall Auction Mart on Thursday 30th 
May. The event featured a multi-breed 
‘Highland Fling’ show and sale of ewe 
hoggs. 4 pairs of Zwartbles were forward 
for the show and sale.  
  

Show results 
1st Jim and Linda Mair (Hedgefield) 
2nd Alistair Culbertson (Skye) 
3rd Alistair Culbertson 
  

2nd and 3rd prize hoggs went on to make 
200gns a head. 
  

The Zwartbles breed stand attracted plenty of interest on the day. A massive thank you 
must be given to J Campbell & Co, Thurso who kindly supplied a Zwartbles x NCC gimmer 
with her two texel sired lambs for the stand Also not to be forgotten A. McKenzie & Sons, 
Muirton for kindly suppling 2 Zwartbles x NCC ewe hoggs.  
 

Many thanks to all those that manned the stand and helped to promote our breed and a 
special thanks to Jim and Linda Mair for organising the Zwartbles stand. 
  

A note from well known breeder and chairman of NSA Highlandsheep, Rod McKenzie.  
“On Thursday 30th May NSA Scottish Region held a new event, Highlandsheep, at 
Dingwall and Highland Marts. The venue proved to be excellent, the weather was       
beautiful, the attendance was above the organisers expectations and the whole day     
appeared to be most successful. 
 

There were numerous attractions for professional sheep people and also the large      
number of school children and townspeople who turned up.  Over 100 trade stands, 20 
Breed Societies, 2 topical Seminars, demonstrations of spinning, weaving, stick making 
and halter making went on throughout the day as well as an invitation Sheep Dog Trial 
and the Scottish heat of the Young Shepherds' Competition. 
 

Also there was a unique show and sale of pairs of ewe hoggs. This was extremely well 
supported and the atmosphere in the sale ring was amazing. 23 pairs of various breeds 
were sold to a top price of 550 gns per head 
. 
The whole day was made possible, and successful by the wonderful venue, the            
hardworking local committee, and the enthusiastic reception from the Highland          
community.” 
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NSA Highland Sheep 
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RUAS Balmoral Interbreed Success 
Friday 17 May 2013 was the day that Zwartbles 
sheep made history by being chosen reserve        
interbreed champion pairs and reserve interbreed 
champion group of three, out of a total of 21 sheep 
breeds.  This was the first time that Zwartbles sheep 
had ever been so highly placed in the sheep          
interbreed classes at a major Royal Show.  In only 
the breeds seventh year of being shown at Balmoral, 
this was a tremendous achievement. 
 

On Wednesday the Zwartbles judge Mr Raymond Heigh, Brook House Farm, Bentham, 
Lancaster chose a shearling ram (Holmlea Flock) as his champion and a three shear ewe as 
reserve champion (The Fort Flock bred by Holmlea).  Mr Heigh selected the champion and 
reserve champion to represent the breed in the interbreed pairs.  The interbreed group of 
three was made up of the first placed ewe lamb (Holmlea Flock) along with the champion 
and reserve champion. 
 

On Friday the interbreed pairs and group of three judge Mr Graham McClymont, Wigtown, 
Castledouglas had no hesitation in selecting the Zwartbles as his reserve champions.  He 
later stated that it was a closely fought contest in both categories between the Zwartbles 
and the Charollais’(who came out in top), especially in the pairs. 
 

Mr McClymont said he was hughly impressed with the Zwartbles sheep and commented 
that they were big powerful sheep with excellent conformation and a leg in every corner.  
They oozed ring presence with good strength of bone and plenty of breed character,    
indeed a tremendous advert for the breed. 
 

Mr McClymont is highly respected within the sheep 
and cattle industry having bred and shown Scottish 
Blackface sheep and Hereford cattle for over 50 
years.  During that time he has won many breed 
championships and has judged the sheep and cattle 
interbreed championship at the Royal Highland 
Show on several occasions. 
 
It was also a terrific day for the Holmlea flock of Mr J 
Thorburn from Eastriggs, Dumfries who bred all 
three Zwartbles sheep.  This was the second         

consecutive year that the Holmlea flock has exhibited the champion Zwartbles at          
Balmoral.  The Holmlea flock is one of the top Zwartbles flocks in the UK having won all of 
the major shows.  A shearling ewe exhibited by Holmlea was the supreme champion 
Zwartbles at this years Royal Highland show. 
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Merchandise 

New Design Greeting card (left blank for own message) 
 

New Colour Tie (Beautiful Burgundy) 
 

And for the glorious Summer a smart ZSA Umbrella!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Check our website, email merchandise@zwartbles.org  

or phone Anne on 01743 709225 

www.zwartbles.org 
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North Sheep 
North Sheep 2013 was held on Wednesday 5th June 2013 at Crimple Head Farm, 
Beckwithshaw, Harrogate, North Yorkshire. The Association displayed two pens of 
sheep, and with a move away from pure bred exhibits, one pen consisted of a 
Zwartbles X Charollais ewe sucking a cracking pair of 4 week old Beltex X lambs 
and the other Zwartbles X Texel and Zwartbles X Charollais Hoggs, kindly loaned 
by Martin Preston. 

The stand was busy all day, with many 
people commenting on the cross bred 
sheep, and it was surprising how many 
of them stated that they had some of 
these as well, and found them to be a 
good breeding ewe – Something many 
of us already know! It was also noticea-
ble that many more commercial type 
farmers were interested in the breed 
when they saw the cross-breds rather 
than just the pure bred sheep. 
 

Thanks go to Martin, Raymond Heigh, Joan Barker, Gillian Blamire, Christine Slee 

and Charles Scott for manning the stand on what was a very busy day with over 

7000 visitors! 

Around the Shows 

Cumberland Champion 
Barmurrie Aloysuis  

Exhibited by Messrs Smith 

Northumberland Champion 
East Middle Solerina 

Bred and Exhibited by Charles Scott 


